Malaria pathogenesis: a jigsaw with an increasing number of pieces.
Plasmodium falciparum malaria remains as one of the most devastating global health problems of today. It is estimated that around 150 million individuals get the disease every year and of these 2-3 million die from it. Our knowledge of the mechanisms underlying the pathology has expanded greatly over the last decades, but many aspects of the molecular biology, immunology and epidemiology that govern the pathogenesis and spread of this parasite are still unclear. As new insights are gained we are also revealing a challenging biological complexity. Piecing this information together is the key to vaccine development and production of new antimalarial drugs.